
CHRISTMAS QUILT FUNDRAISER 

 The W.O.W. Circle’s 6th Annual Christmas Quilt, with artwork by our Sunday School’s 3rd Graders, will be on display in the Nar-
thex.  Silent Auction bids will be accepted through Friday, December 18th, with the highest bidder being awarded the Quilt that weekend.  
Take a look.  It sure would make a special gift for someone on your list! 

 

ANGEL TREE MISSIONS 

 The Angel Tree Missions has a very special angel on our tree this year.  His name is Colton Sheets and he is the 3 year old son of 
Tim and Jennifer Sheets.  In August of this year, Colton was diagnosed with Leukemia.  Since August, he has already had several surger-
ies and chemo treatments.  Now through December 20th, the Angel Tree Missions will be collecting Walgreens gift cards to give to this 
family to help pay for medication.  We will have a box located on the Angel Tree table for the Walgreens gift cards.  You may contact 
Donna Lovelace at 895-2924 if you have questions. 
 

JOURNEY HOME COLLECTING TOYS 

 The Journey Home is collecting used toys, games, puzzles, etc. that are in good condition.  If you have any items you wish to donate 
and that are appropriate for infant through teenage years, please bring them to the church or call Kitty Gannon at 895-9418 for pick up.  
The last day for collection is December 13. 
 

NOTEPAPER & KROGER CARES CARDS FUNDRAISER 

 The United Methodist Women will be selling notepaper featuring pictures of our church and Kroger Cares cards on Sundays through 
December 20th.  They will be sold in the Narthex after early church and before late church each Sunday.  The notepaper is $10 for a box 
of 25.  The Kroger cards are $25 or $5, and are worth that much in groceries.  You can re-charge the Kroger cards for up to $500 with a 
check or credit card either at the Customer Service desk or at the cashier before they start ringing up your order.  The UMW receives 4% 
of everything you spend, including gasoline and the pharmacy.     
 

THE CHURCH FINANCIAL YEAR-END IS DRAWING NEAR 

 The church financial year-end is drawing near.  The last Sunday offering will be December 27, 2009.  In order to receive credit for 
your financial giving in 2009, all contributions must be received in the Finance office by Thursday, December 31, at 4:00 p.m.  Any con-
tribution mailed to the church with a postmark of December 31, 2009 will be included in this year’s contribution.  According to the IRS 
regulations, anything postmarked after December 31 will be credited to your 2010 giving record. 
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PREACHING SCHEDULE 
 

December 13  

  8:30 am in the Family Life Center Michael O’Bannon  
  8:30 am in the Sanctuary Lessons & Carols             
11:00 am in the Family Life Center Carlos Uroza 
11:00 am in the Sanctuary Lessons & Carols                      
 

December  20  

  8:30 am in the Family Life Center Carlos Uroza 
  8:30 am in the Sanctuary Michael O’Bannon             
11:00 am in the Family Life Center Miriam Seyler 
11:00 am in the Sanctuary                      Michael O’Bannon 
 

December 24  

  2:00 pm in the Sanctuary Michael O’Bannon 
  4:00 pm in the Sanctuary Michael O’Bannon             
  7:00 pm in the Sanctuary Michael O’Bannon 
11:00 pm in the Sanctuary Michael O’Bannon 
 

December 27  

  8:30 am in the Family Life Center Michael O’Bannon 
  8:30 am in the Sanctuary Tommy Perkins             
11:00 am in the Family Life Center Carlos Uroza 
11:00 am in the Sanctuary Michael O’Bannon 
 

January 3  

  8:30 am in the Family Life Center Tommy Perkins  
  8:30 am in the Sanctuary Michael O’Bannon              
11:00 am in the Family Life Center Tommy Perkins 
11:00 am in the Sanctuary Michael O’Bannon 

        

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES 

Christmas Eve 

     2:00 PM  This worship service is planned for travelers and 
those who need or desire a worship service that concludes be-
fore dark.  Rev. O’Bannon will be preaching, and the combined 
Youth Choirs will be presenting Christmas music.  Holy Com-
munion will be offered. 
 

     4:00 PM  This worship service is planned especially for 
families with small children.  Rev. O’Bannon will portray a 
Biblical Character reflecting on the night when Christ was 
born.  Special music will be offered by the Hallelujah and 
Peacemakers Choirs.  Holy Communion will be offered.  The 
service will close in candlelight. 
 

     7:00 & 11:00 PM  These worship services are identical and 
are designed for the entire congregation.  They will both be 
preceded by 30 minutes of music by The Cumberland Brass.  
Rev. O’Bannon will be preaching the same sermon as at the 
2:00 PM service.   Special music will be offered by the Christ-
mas Choir.  Holy Communion will be offered.  The service will 
close in candlelight. 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAYS 

 Please note that the church office will be closed for Christ-
mas on Thursday, December 24th and Friday, December 25th 
and reopen Monday, December 28th.  The office will also be 
closed for New Year’s on Friday, January 1st and reopen on 
Monday, January 4th. 
 

ALTAR FLOWER CHART 

 The 2010 Altar Flower Chart is now up on the wall 
beside the elevator on the first floor.  Please sign up for altar 
flowers, especially during January, February, and March. 

 
FIRST CHURCH WILL HOST THE ANNUAL  

EPIPHANY RING ON JANUARY 3RD 

  The Epiphany Ring is a high celebration event, in which 
bell choirs of the area get together to play "one last time" all 
the beautiful music of the season.  The mass handbell group 
will perform four selections together and many solo selec-
tions.  The concert will be held at FUMC on Sunday, January 
3rd  at 7:00 p.m. and is free and open to the public.   We expect 
to have 13 handbell choirs participating in this year’s concert. 
This concert is one to put on your calendar and is a seasonal 
must see! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 
 

DECEMBER 13 
 

“LESSONS AND CAROLS” 

MANY GIFTS ONE SPIRIT 

 If you have not returned your 2010 commitment card, you 
may still do so by placing it in the offering plate, bringing it by 
the church office, or mailing it to the church office.  If you 
need a 2010 commitment card, there are several located on the 
ushers’ stands, welcome center, or in the church office. 
 

COMMUNION  

 Because we will have communion during our Christmas 
Eve services, there will be no communion in the Traditional 
services on Sunday, December 6th or the Open Table on Sun-
day, December 20th.   



BAPTISM 

 On Sunday, November 22, we celebrated the baptism of  Anna 
Elizabeth Clark, daughter of Gerald “Jerry” Shane and Julie Young 
Clark.  The paternal grandparents are Herman and Wilda Clark.  The 
maternal grandparents are Doug and Susan Young.  Anna has one 
older sister, Catherine Regan.  

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 We welcome into our church family: 

• Autumn Piggott of 1418 E. Main Street, Apt. D34, Murfrees-

boro, TN 37130.  Her home phone number is 809-5620. 

• Bruce and Margaret Plummer of 2410 Riverview Drive, Mur-

freesboro, TN 37129.  Their home phone number is 893-5176. 

• Matt Rathbun and Sarah Robinson of 1122 Emma May 

Point, Smyrna, TN 37167.   Their home phone number is 218-
3760.  

• Frank and Marianne Lipcsei and Marlene Cesare of 109 

Wind Copen Court, Murfreesboro, TN 37130.  Their home 
phone number is 907-5849. 

• Ben Heinzerling and Gabriela Lopez of 910 St. Andrews 

Drive, Apt. F1, Murfreesboro, TN 37128.  They have two chil-
dren, Annya and Daniela.  Their home phone number is 890-
1755. 

• Gary and Kimberly Baker of 2515 Cornell Place, Murfrees-

 boro, TN 37129.  Their home phone number is 410-3319. 

• Jay and Brandi Patton of 6103 Arborbend Drive, Smyrna, TN 

37167.  Their home phone number is 662-402-8828.   
 

SYMPATHY 

 Our deepest sympathy is extended to: 

• Dave and Pat McIntosh in the loss of Dave’s sister, Barbara 

McIntosh, who passed away on Thursday, November 5, 2009. 

• Karon Robinson and Dr. Kerrie Taylor and their families in the 

loss of Karon’s father-in-law and Kerrie’s grandfather, Jeff Rob-
inson, who passed away on Thursday, November 5, 2009. 

• Ann and Stephanie Campbell and family in the loss of Ann’s 

mother, Mary Ellen Roberts Campbell, who passed away Satur-
day, November 14, 2009. 

• The family and friends of Blanche Ayers who passed away 

Monday, November 16, 2009.  

• Linda and Gena Hyde and family in the loss of their loved one, 

Mike Hyde, who passed away Friday, November 20, 2009. 

• Elizabeth Church and family in the loss of her mother, Anne 

Young, who passed away Friday, November 20, 2009. 

• Lizabeth Branson and family in the loss of her half-sister, Betty 

of Denver, CO, who passed away Monday, November  23, 2009. 

• Dorris and Amelia Jernigan and Dee and Sheri Jernigan and 

family in the loss of their loved one, Sara Lowe Jernigan, who 
passed  away Tuesday, November 24, 2009. 

• Charlie and Brooks Harrison and Lucie Murphy and family in 

the loss of their loved one, Bobbye Lynn Arnhart, who passed 
away Wednesday, November 25, 2009. 

• John and Catherine Walker and family in the loss of Catherine’s 

brother, Charles Tomlin, who passed away Friday, November 
27, 2009. 

• Ken and Gay Kizer and family in the loss of Gay’s mother, An-

nie Laurie “Ann” Smotherman, who passed away Friday, No-
vember 27, 2009. 

• Donnie and Brenda Hester and family in the loss of Donnie’s 

step-father, William Berryhill, who passed away Monday, No-
vember 30, 2009. 

 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

 Trey and Ashley Brannom on the birth of their son, Riley 
Eugene Brannom, born Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2009. The paternal 
grandparents are Doug & Brenda Brannom and Brenda & Ed 
Bouillet.  The maternal grandparents are Keith Koons and Caterine 
Koons. Riley has two older brothers, Logan and Payton. 

 

A GIFT FOR YOU! 

 The New Life Sunday School class is giving our church a spe-
cial “early” Christmas gift! It’s the gift of celebrating the Advent 
season together through an online devotional written by members of 
our class and the FUMC staff to be shared daily! Let’s center our 
thoughts and prayers toward the birth of our Saviour and the true 
“reason for the season!”  We hope that this gift will serve to unite 
our prayers for our church, its members and our own hearts as we 
prepare for this joyful season together.  If you would like to receive 
this daily e-mail devotion, join our Google group found at 
http://groups.google.com/group/fumcdevotional or send your e-mail 
address to amyjaramillo@hotmail.com and your name will be in-
cluded on our daily e-mail list.  May God continue to bless our 
church with the gift of His Holy Spirit! 
 

SENIOR ADULT CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION    

 You are invited to the Senior Adult Christmas Celebration on 
Thursday, December 17th, at 12:00 noon in the fellowship 
hall.  This will be a wonderful afternoon of yule tide food, fellow-
ship, music, along with a program entitled "Journey to Bethlehem" 
by our artist in residence, Tami Smith.  Part of our celebration will 
include taking Christmas care bags out to our church's home-
bound.  You may sign up in the church office (893-1322), in your 
Sunday School class, or at the Welcome Center and by email  
tperkins@fumcm.org no later than Sunday, December 13th. 
 

SHARE THE WARMTH 

 For the 2nd year, the congregation is invited to “Share The 
Warmth” to those less fortunate in our area.  The W.O.W Circle is 
collecting gloves, hats, scarves and throws for both men and 
women.  We find a greater need in the men’s area.  New items are 
most appreciated.  We will be accepting the items through January 
10th for distribution in January.  May God bless you as you provide 
much needed warmth for others.  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT STEWARDSHIP REPORT STEWARDSHIP REPORT    

FOR NOVEMBER 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2009                   FOR NOVEMBER 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2009                   FOR NOVEMBER 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2009                      
   

Budget Goal for 2009               $2,179,320.00 
   

Weekly Budget Goal                    $41,910.00                  
   

Received             11/01/09        $  47,378.24   
  11/08/09    $  35,465.33   
  11/15/09    $  30,652.55  
  11/22/09    $  38,465.88  
                            11/29/09        $  27,264.29     
Total                                         $179,226.29       
                  

Monthly Budget Goal        $209,550.00 
 

Total Rec’d for month of November         $   179,226.29           
REC’D YEAR TO DATE                         $1,663,921.47 
48 (wk#) x $41,910.00                              $2,011,680.00 

BEHIND YTD GOAL:                           $   347,758.53 

YOUTH NEWS  

 Continuing from last month. It was awesome to realize that the 
God who created everything, the oceans, the land, the air we breathe, 
well, everything.  Know how I feel?  It’s not just that he cares or 
would like to think he knows God became man in Jesus Christ, be-
cause he loves us and so he could know exactly how we feel. The 
idea of all knowing and being everywhere is real but hard for us to 
grasp. But the idea of all feeling I think most of us can get our heads 
around this idea. When we experience loss or hardship, our ability to 
feel goes into hyper drive; we experience a kind of overload in the 
feelings department.  Our whole physiology makes crazy. It’s hard to 
breathe--we sweat, our heart races faster than ever, and our mind 
goes to the impossible, the hard, and the scary.  So you can say we 
have an understanding of feeling something.  But, what if we under-
stand that right in that moment, in that split second we realize that 
our God not only understands what we feel but feels it with us.  He 
takes on the pain and the insecurities to walk us through it. He guides 
us to a place where we can begin to heal. We may never know why 
but we can know that God remains with us until the end. We can also 
know that He is genuine in His desire for our comfort. Face it... He 
knows how we feel.                                                                    Daryn 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Christmas Parade – Dec. 13th.  All 4th, 5th, and 6th graders are 
invited to ride our church Christmas Float titled; “Ringing in 
Christmas”.  We are wearing biblical costumes which will be at 
the parade site for you.  We will also hand out candy; there is 
some candy that has been donated but if you want to throw out a 
lot of candy you must bring some.  Drop off is between 12:00 and 
12:30 at the MTSU parking lot.  Look for the float with the stain 
glass window that looks like our church window.  The parade be-
gins at 1:00.  Pick up is usually about 2:30 and we end at the water 
department on Broad.   

Christmas Eve 1st Grade Nativity Scene.  All 1st graders are in-
vited to be in the nativity scene on Christmas Eve at the 4:00 ser-
vice.  There are angels, animals, shepherds, and Joseph to choose 
from.  Please contact Ms. Tami if you would like to participate in 
the program.  Each child will say a SHORT line.  Costumes pro-
vided.  Practice is at 10:00 on the 23rd in the Sanctuary. 

Nursing home visitation and caroling on Sunday, Dec. 20th.   
All 4th and 5th graders are invited to go caroling at 3:00 at our local 
nursing homes as we visit some of our members. We will meet at 
2:30 and drive to the nursing homes.  Bring enough money for you 
to eat at McDonalds.  Pick up is at 5:30. 

Confirmation Parent/Mentor Meeting for all 6th grade parents is 
Jan. 3rd at 3:00 in room 204/206.   

Confirmation Dinner for Confirmands and families and men-

tors…January 6th at 6:00.  Pictures are being taken before hand in 
the Sanctuary with mentors beginning at 5:15. 

2nd and 3rd Grade Fellowship – Jan. 3rd from 5:00 to 6:30.  Bring 
3.00 for pizza. 
 

PERSONS BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION 

Rev. John Sessoms-MTMC Nelda Pope-At Home 
Ralph Tramel, Sr.-At Home Sonny Reynolds-At Home 
Jane Wilburn-Adams Rehab Colton Sheets-At Home     
Charlotte McKnight-At Home  Fred Dansby-At Home 
Jane Tarpley-Adams Rehab Billie Russell-At Home 
Nancy Pierce-At Home Mark Harrell-At Home 
Ben & Betty Ferguson-At Home Larsen Purvis-At Home 
Nancy Ross-Sunnington Linda Mandrell-At Home 
Rebecca Bennett-Adams Place Terry Stamm-At Home 
Erv Manning-Adams Place Rehab Ken Kizer-At Home 
Betty Caruthers-Northside Health John Walker-At Home  
Archie Lin (Frank Davis’ brother-in-law)-Lake Worth, FL 
Frances Marks (Nick Marks’ grandmother)-Lebanon Rehab 
Lillian Taylor (Chris Taylor’s mother)-At Home 
Holly Sneed (Tracy Priddy’s sister)-At Home 
Christine Burns (Jim Burns’ mother)-At Home 
Dee Berkebile (Terry Dezort’s mother)-At Home 
John Matheny (Karon Robinson’s father)-At Home 
Shirley Lovelace (Donna Lovelace’s mother)-At Home     
Harold Coke-At his brother’s residence in Nashville   
Christine Cantrell (Ann Graves’ mother)-At Home 
Clara Delbridge-Richland Place, Nashville   
Nancy Butler (Craig Butler’s mother)-Tunica, MS 
Robert Ferguson (Gordon Ferguson’s father)-Little Creek, Knoxville                                                                                           
                                                                                             

STORM VICTIMS AND FAMILIES 
 

MILITARY AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 Chris Nall, Jeff Walker, Doug Brown, John Reynolds, Mason 
Harlow, Luke Naughton, William Rhome, Tim Ferguson, Nicholas 
Phillips, Ingram Cope, Josh Berry, Clint Ervin, Chase Moss, Josh 
Thurman, Ben Cahill, Lloyd Denny, Michael Maglio, Jr., Hugh 
Hanna, Mark Collins, David Walker, Blake Troutman, Richard D. 
Forth, Mark Thomas, Brandon Kyle Hall, Matt Crisafulli, Thomas 
Hosfelt, Jay Patton, Zachary Kragness, Heather Clemens, Michael 
Clemens, Jeremiah Borrajo, Curt Oglesby, Patrick Caukin, Jay 
Patton 

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFER FOR DEC. 13, 2009 

  8:30  Davis Miller & Trey Campbell          Caroline Miller 
11:00  Sylvia Waldon & Claire Chesney      Jennifer Curtis 
 
 

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFER FOR DEC. 20, 2009 

  8:30  Adam LaPorte & Kyle Dotson           Jeffrey LaPorte 
11:00  Jennifer Curtis & John Curtis             Tori Peterson 
                  

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFER FOR DEC. 27, 2009 

  8:30  Morgan Jernigan & Elizabeth Penn    Hunter Bullock 
11:00  Elizabeth Bigham & Rebecca Soetje   Brandi Dunn 
           

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFER FOR JAN. 3, 2010 

  8:30  John Curtis & Sean Lyons                   Jennifer Curtis 
11:00  Shelby Harrell & Tripp Mifflin           Brian Normand 

DOROTHY GALASSO BOOK TALK 

 The Dorothy Galasso Book Talk met on Nov. 17th to hear a   
review of a new biography and discussion of the short story 
writer Flannnery O'Connor.  This enigmatic author was defined 
by her religion and illness as shown by our speaker, Dr. John 
Paul Montgomery.  There will no meeting in December.  Book 
Talk will begin the new year with a program by Buck Bouldin on 
January 19th. 
 

PRESCHOOL 2010-2011 REGISTRATION 

 First United Methodist Preschool began enrolling for the 
2010-2011 school year on Dec. 1. If you are a church member 
and have a child who will be three on or before September 30, 
2010, you may come to the preschool office between the hours of 
7:30 am and 5:00 pm to sign out an application. To reserve your 
spot, the completed application is due no later than Dec. 15th. 
Full information is available at 890-7316. 

MOM TO MOM UPDATE 

 Mom to Mom will take a short break until the new year.  
Please look for an announcement when we resume.  January would 
be a wonderful time to join if you have been considering joining 
our group.  Allibteacher@comcast.net for questions. 


